
Barriers 

• Chronic and acute illness 
• Family responsi bil iti es or 

home s ituation 
• Trauma 

• Poor transportation 
• Housi ng and food 

insecurity 

• I nequitabl e access to 
needed services 

• System involvement 
• Lack of pre d i ctable 

schedules for l e arn i ng 

• Lack of access to tech 
• Community violence 

/-
Ate Attendance 
'' � Works � 

Aversion 

• Struggli ng acade m ically 
and/or behaviorally 

• Unwelcoming school 
climate 

• Soci al and peer challenges 
• Anxi ety 
• Biase d d i scipli nary and 

suspensi on practi c es 
• Undi agnosed d i sability 

and/or disability 
accommodati ons 

• Caregivers had negative 
educati onal experiences 

I Disengagement I 
• Lack of challengi ng. 

culturally responsive 
instruction 

• Bored 
• No meaningful 

re lati onshi ps to adults in 
the school (especial ly 
give n staff shortages) 

• Lack of enrichment 
opportunities 

• Lack of academi c and 
behavi oral support 

• Fai lure to earn cred its 
• Need to work confli cts 

with being in high school 

Misconceptions 

• Absen ces are only a 
pro b l em if they are 
unexcused 

• Missing 2 days per 
month doesn't affect 
learning 

• Lose track and 
underesti mate 
TOTAL absences 

• Assume students 
must stay home for 
any symptom of 
illness 

• Attendance only 
matters in the older 
grades 

• Suspensions don't 
count as absence 
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